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Lower risk of morbidity and mortality among 
adolescents
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Source: https://www.statista.com/statistics/1127280/coronavirus-covid-19-deaths-by-age-distribution-south-africa/

Distribution of COVID-19 deaths in South Africa as of June 22, 2020, by age





Effect of Ebola outbreak on pregnancy risk 
among adolescents

Source: Bandiera, O., Buehren, N., Goldstein, M., Rasul, I., & Smurray, A., (2020). Do School closures during an epidemic 
have persistent effects? Evidence from Sierra Leone in the time of Ebola. 
http://www.homepages.ucl.ac.uk/~uctpimr/research/ELA_SL.pdf
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Effect of Ebola outbreak on family planning 
service utilization
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Source: Camara, B. S., Delamou, A., Diro, E., Béavogui, A. H., El Ayadi, A. M., Sidibé, S., ... & Okumura, J. (2017). Effect of the 2014/2015 Ebola 
outbreak on reproductive health services in a rural district of Guinea: an ecological study. Transactions of The Royal Society of Tropical Medicine 
and Hygiene, 111(1), 22-29.



Other potential impacts of COVID-19 on 
adolescent sexual and reproductive health
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How does COVID-19 impact on adolescent 
sexual and reproductive health?
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Lindberg, L. D., Bell, D. L., & Kantor, L. M. (2020). The Sexual and Reproductive Health of Adolescents and Young Adults During 
the COVID‐19 Pandemic. Perspectives on Sexual and Reproductive Health. 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1363/psrh.12151
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Critical gaps



Critical gaps (1)

Inadequate data systems 
to fully capture impacts 
of COVID-19
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Critical gaps (2)

Research ethics
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Critical gaps (3)

Exclusion of 
adolescent boys 
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Critical gaps (4)

Knowledge translation and 
implementation research
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